being previously communrf ated independently of and externally to a network portion having the 
server; and 

if user-input iViformation/^ senK froyi the user terminal to the server is received, 
processing the indexed electronic files accoromg to the received user-input information in a 
manner that allows the processing to \se the stored electrpr^c characteristics of the electronic 
files. 

4. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein storing the electronic 
files in the storage system, including storing and indexing the electronic characteristics 
associated with the native format of the electronic files comprises: 

recursively extracting a plurality of electronic files that have been previously 
exchanged, between parties] independently of and extemally to the network portion having the 
server; 

identifying alplurality of objects having different data formats for each of the 
extracted electronic files, jpne of the identified objects corresponding to the electronic 
characteristics; 

storing data associated with the one of the identified objects in a first location in 
the storage system; 

converting the father identified objects and storing data associated with the 
converted objects in a second location in the storage system; and 

indexing the data stored in the first and second locations. 



5. (Twice Amended) The method of paim l\wnpein storing the electronic 
files comprises: 

storing data associated with text conte/it of the electronic files in a first server 

unit; and 

storing data associated\with metadat^ content of the electronig/files in a second 
server unit having a database. 
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6. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising providing a 
user interface at the user terminal, the user interface comprising a field to enter search query 
information and a displajA to display processing summary information associated with the 
electronic files stored in the storage system. 



7. (Twice .^mended) The method of claim 1 wherein processing the indexed 
electronic files comprises: 

selecting one of tlie stored electronic files based on the user-input information 

transmitting a cop>\of the selected electronic file for display at the user terminal; 

receiving fi-om the ilp er terminal processing summary information associated with 
the displayed electronic file; and 

storing the processing summary information in the storage system to allow the 
processing information and their corresponding electronic file to be subsequently retrieved. 



8. (Twice Amended! The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic files 
comprise email messages having attachment files, the method fiirther comprising: 

separating the attachment fiies fi-om the email messages; 

converting the attachment n^es into a first format and storing the converted 
attachment files in the storage system; and 

converting the email messages ^nto a second format and storing the converted 
email messages in the storage system. 

9. (Twice Amended) A method^ to display stored electr^fnic legal ddpuments, 
the method comprising: 

providing a first field to allow entry oAsearch query information direct^ 
the stored electronic legal documents, wherein tnk electronic legal 
electronic documents that have been previously communjcated between parties independently of 
and externally to an interface that provides the first field; 

providing a window to display a representatW of an electronic legal document 
retrieved in response to the entered search query information, the electronic legal docunient 




towards 
documents comprise 
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being retrievable by matching the search query information with stored electronic characteristics 
associated with a native format of the electronic legal documents; and 

providing a plurality of second fields to allow entry of and to save processing 
information associated w*(h the displayed representation of the electronic legal document. 

10. (Twic^ Amended) The method of claim 9 wherein the electronic legal 
documents comprise email lAessages having threading information and wherein matching the 
search query information withVthe stored electronic characteristics comprises providing search 
results including threading infon^ation of email messages. 

1 1 . (Twice AmeAded) The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
providing summary fii^lds having summary information associated with the stored 

electronic legal documents; and 

providing the summary Nfields with links that, if activated, trigger a display of 
representations of electronic legal documents corresponding to the activated links. 



12. (Twice Amended) THe method of claim 9, further comprising: 
providing search result fields leaving search result information associated with the 

search query information; and 

providing the search result fields with links that, if activated, trigger a display of 

representations of electronic legal documents coicresponding to the acfivated links. 




lies that can>pe subject to a legal 



1 3 . (Twice Amended) A methocL comprising 

recursively extracting a plurality of electronic 
proceeding, each of the electronic files having electroViic characteristics that are associated with a 
native format of the electronic file and that uniquely identify thk electronic files from ^h other, 
the electronic files being previously communicated\between ^^tiesindepeil3ently of and 
externally to a network portion that performs the extractimg; 
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for each of the extracted electronic files, identifying a plurality of objects having 
different data formats, one of \the identified objects corresponding to the electronic 
characteristics; 

storing data associated \vith the one of the identified objects in a first location in a 
database system; 

converting the other identified objedts^^d storing data associated with the 
converted objects in a second location in me database systenn and 

indexing the data stored in the first (and second locations. 



14. (Twice Amended) Tn^ method of claim 13 wherein recursively extracting 
the plurality of electronic files comprises ext^cting elfecjronic files locateiHii a plurality of paths 
in a directory structure. 
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17. ftwice Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a server comprising part of a network portion and being communicatively coupled 
to a database system, me database system having stored and indexed therein electronic 
documents and electronia characteristics associated with a native format of the electronic 
documents, the electronic documents being previously conmiunicated between parties 
independently of and extemaNy to the network portion having the server, the server responsive to 
a search query to search the database system for electronic documents matching the search query, 
the server being configured to use indexing information and the stored electronic characteristics 
to provide search results that are responsive to the search query. 



18. (Twice AmenJied) The apparatus of claim/f7 wherfei^ the server stores 
user^input information associated witn representations of electronic docunieiits, the user-input 
information being stored by the server in the database systenyand being retrieVble by the server 
in response to subsequent search queries. 

19. (Twice Amended) TDe apparatus ofi claim 17 wherein the electronic 
documents comprise email messages having threading informakK)n, the electronic diefmcteristics 



of the electronic documents including the threading information, the server being configured to 
provide the search results to th^ user node along with email messages and their corresponding 
threading information. 

20. (Twice Amended) A system, comprising: 

a conversion engina to convert electronic files, which can be subject to a legal 
proceeding, into a database format, the conversion engine being configured to identify electronic 
characteristics associated with a native format of the electronic files; and 

a network portion hiving a server coupleable to the conversion engine and 
communicatively coupled to a database system, the database system having stored and indexed 
therein the electronic files converted by the conversion engine and the electronic characteristics 
identified by the conversion engine, theWectronic files being previously communicated between 
parties independently of and extemally to the network portion, wherein the server is responsive 
to a search query to search the database ^stem for electronic files matching the search query, 
wherein the server is configured to use the indexing information and the electronic 
characteristics to provide search results that are responsive to the search query. 



21. (Twice Amended) The system of claim 20 wherein the conversion engine 
is structured to load the electronic files int\ the database system, the conversion engine 
including: 

at least one recursive engine to recursively extract a /$lurality of elei^tronic files 
that can be subject to a legal proceeding; 

at least one controller coupled to th^recursive erijgine to identify a plurality of 
objects having different data formats for each of me extract )6d electronic files, one of the 
identified objects corresponding to the electronic characteristics; 

an upload unit coupled to the controller to store 
the identified objects in a first location in the database system; an^ 

at least one converter coupled to the controller to conveTTtfie other identified 
objects and to store text data associated with the convert ed\)bjects in a second location in the 
database system, wherein 



data associated with the one of 
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the data stored in th^firetMi^,sec6hd locations are indexed. 



J 
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23. (Twice Amdbded) A machine-readable medium containing a data 
structure of electronic file informaiion comprising a plurality of first tables having indexing 
information associated with a text Vontent qT electroiiic files that can be subject to a legal 
proceeding, a second plurality of tables haVlng indexing ntformation associated with metadata 
content of the electronic files, the indexing information in the second tables corresponding to 
electronic characteristics associated withVViative format of the electronijr files, the electronic 
files being previously communicated betA^eis;^ parties independ^jd^ of and externally to a 
network portion having the data structure. 



28. \ (Twice Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored therein 
^ instructions, which wF^en executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the following, 

comprising: 

provide Access to electronic legal documents stored in a storage system, the 
electronic legal documents being previously communicated independently of and externally to a 
network portion having tHe storage system, the stored electronic legal documents being stored 
and indexed in the storage system along with electronic characteristics associated with the native 
format of the electronic legal\documents; and 

if user-input information is received, process the indexed electronic legal 
documents according to the received user-input information and by using the stored electronic 
characteristics. 

29. (Twice AmeVided) The machine-readable medium of claim 28 wherein the 
processor fiirther performs the following, conlprising: 

if user-input information including a text content search query is rpcJeived, search 
the stored electronic legal documents using indexing information associajed^ith textual content 
of the stored electronic legal documents\and 
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if user-input information including a metadata search query is received, search the 
stored electronic legal dacuments using indexing information associated with metadata content 
of the stored electronic IcotI documents. 

30. (Twic^e Amenddd) The machine-readable medium of claim 28 wherein the 
stored electronic legal documi^nts coiTjiprise email messages and wherein the processor searches 
for individual email message^based ^g^{l^ser-input^^ including a search query of 
metadata content or text content ^f the email messages. 



33! (T^iqjb An^nded) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the electronic 
documents comprise elect^oAjc legal do5pments. 
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43. \( Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

at least We recursive engine to recursively extract a plurality of electronic files 
that can be subject to legal proceeding, each of the electronic files having electronic 
characteristics that are associated with a native format of the electronic files and that uniquely 
identify the electronic files fi^om each other, the electronic files being previously communicated 
independently of and externally to a network portion that includes the recursive engine; 

at least one controller coupled to the recursive engine to identify, for each of the 
extracted files, a plurality ofl objects having difi^ferS^IMa formats, one of the identified objects 
corresponding to the electronic characteristics/ \ 

a first storage l&cation coupled to the cWdbller to store data associated with the 
one of the identified objects corresponding jlo the electronic characteristics; 

at least one con>\erter coupled to the controller to convert/the other identified 

objects; and 

a second storage location coWed to the convejief" to store text data associated 
with the converted objects, wherein^ the data store31nTfie first and second storage locations are 
indexed. 
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